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| would like to make a big changein lifestyle to reduce my environmental footprint. Current lifestyles are not sustain-
able. It is hard to make that kind of change as a working mother.

F, ASIA 006

The main negative impacts on the environment are caused by interactions, not by single issues. For example, popula
tion growth combined with growing desires to have a high material standard of living causes damage to the environ-
ment, not just population growth alone. The main impact of energy scarcity will be to reduce the viability of large cities
and to give incentives for use of nuclear weapons.

M, North America 019

In most African countries, the use of non-biodegradable materials and pesticides without proper handling of the toxic
substances is very high. Thereis a pressing need to let the societies be aware of the outcomes of these activities. In
some African societies, the wealth of an individual is determined by the size of the family he has. You can even find a
man with 10 wives and more than 40 children in some societies. Thus family planning should be preached in such
societies.

Mr. Leonard Jones Chauka, Institute of Marine Sciences, TANZANIA 043

The first and foremost important thing is to bring/raise awareness of the people at al levels about environmental
problems. Thisis still very much lacking in the majority of communitiesin Asian countries.
M, AIT, THAILAND 050

Human existence createsits own problems and humans must devel op solutions for them. Some progressis being made
despite mankind’s egoistic and undisciplined approach to life. Only when problems have become much more threaten-
ing to human existence will humans exercise sufficient discipline (and self discipline) to conquer them.

M, Retired, U.K. 051

The population explosion, coupled with excessive air travel and global warming, will inevitably result in the increase
of disease (especialy viral and prion infections) to which humans will become increasingly less resistant as environ-
mental conditions and food shortage are acerbated by climate deterioration.

Mr. J. M. Cloudsley Thompson, Emeritus Professor, University of London, U.K. 055

People of the developing countries want to attain the standard of living enjoyed by those in the “western countries’ —
and why not? The problem is, we cannot all have that standard of living. It will bankrupt the planet environmentally.
However, | doubt “westerners’ will give up their ecological-footprint willingly, so that othersin poorer countries can
have alittle more. We have a huge dilemma.

F, Contractor, Gisborne District Council, NEW ZEALAND 074

Globa warming, desertification, melting of polar ice are —— signs of danger that isto happen in the future. Thereis
lack of leadership to solve the problem globally. We are slowly but surely moving to our doom. By thetime leaders are
aware of the problemsit might be too late.

Mr. Mesfn Giorhs, Bureau of Finance and Economic Development, ETHIOPIA 117
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About waste materials management, lot of progress has been made in my country (Senegal) by the National Environ-
ment Department to solve this problem, and so fight the deterioration of environment for the best quality of life.
Mr. Pathe Balse, Direction de Environment et Etablishements Clanes, SENEGAL 118

Biodiversity conservation through peopl€e's participation. People in devel oping countries are much more vulnerable to
effects of environmental degradation because they often directly depend on the land. Environmental disasters are
major problems — Save Environment & save life.

M, G.B. Pant Institute, INDIA 129

| find the problems all come back to over-population of cars. It causes too much driving, sprawl, over-consumption,
pollution, over-consumption of valuable fossil fuels, inequality, loss of community, disenfranchisement of young and
old (who don’t drive). The switch from private car ownership to collective car ownership and sharing is the way to go.
Look at the car-sharing movement.

Mr. Chris Bradshaw, Vice President, Vrtucar, CANADA 142

Individuals need to feel greater responsibility for their actions; governments need to step in and provide more incen-
tives and regulations; and people everywhere need to understand the basics of population growth.
F, CANADA 146

Thirty years ago we were witnessing television programs advising us that the global environment was deteriorating. In
the early to mid 1980s these programs proliferated and we were being increasingly warned about ozone depletion,
deforestation, climate change, toxic pollution of water air and land, loss of biodiversity etc. Earth summits came and
went, the world shifted focus, we invaded and were invaded, terrorism raised its head and over time the environmental
movement lost its edge and governments lost their will. Now, in atypical thirty year change cycle, we are being
bombarded again as noted figures such as David Attenborough warns us of global perils and there is a new-old move-
ment to living ssimply and lightly on the planet as latter day hippies |eave town and set up composting toilets, wind
turbines and solar collectors, grow their own and revive good old fashioned values. Are we doomed to move in cycles
of repetition or can we not shift focus and make whole, lasting and permanent changes?
Ms. Carole Douglas, Director, Desert Traditions, AUSTRALIA 149

Poverty isthe principal problem that leads to for example deforestation, over fishing and poor living conditions. In
Latin America, it should be top priority to alleviate poverty.
Mr. Francisco J. Lozano, Technologico de Monterrey, MEXICO 151

Asl seeit, themain global problem isthe universal unwillingness to accept that economic and population growth are
the main causes of the environmental crisis. The consequence of thisis that the measures being adopted are not com-
memorating with the scale of the problem.

Mr. J. G. Modley, Principal, Peak Environmental Enterprises, AUSTRALIA 156

Global and national environmental and social considerationsin the US and abroad are being held hostage by the inane,
international militaristic policies of the current US President and his lackeys.
Mr. Gene M. Owens, Exec. Director, Eco-Share Group, U.SA. 167

Israel isamodel for turning the desert green. We are willing to teach others. It is a shame that prejudice against us
causes people to refuse our help.
Dr. F. Leavitt, Centre for Asian and International Bioethics, ISRAEL, 175

Population control, reducing the number of automobiles produced al over the world especially in devel oping countries
and China, replacing plastics with some other things like cloth, stopping military actions and wars and increasing the
level of education are the most important tasks have to be done.

M, Managing Director, Taravat Bahar Environmental Institute, IRAN 184

1 All developmental activities must have environmental approach.
2. Any development activity must be with consent and participation of local people.
3. Development should be sacrificed for environment, when there is need.

Dr. Sundara Narayana Patro, Director, HONEST, INDIA 202
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In Latin Americathe environmental problems are known. However, the lack of resources (human, financial and tech-
nical) resultsin limited activities to correct these problems. In addition, there is a preference towards economic devel-
opment rather than environmental conservation and management and as such the environment is often neglected.

M, Environmental Protection Agency, GUYANA 208

Climate change is a disease that has hit mother EARTH — like HIV-AIDS is to humans, we don’'t know the disease is
worsening, we refuse to believe, we have yet to find a cure, we don’t agree to a united change, we rely on hope our
common good, vs. you and me. Entropy prevails unless we fight our very own environmental problems, which are ours
domestically.

Mr. Peuianina Learai, Ministry Natural Resources, Env-Meteorology, SAMOA 222

Asaways, my primary environmental concern is the proliferation of nuclear weapons. It is apparent that they will
become much more widely available in the near future. If thisisthe case, | think it isinevitable that they will be used
and unprecedented environmental destruction will be the consequence. Whole countries or continents could be ren-
dered uninhabitable in a matter of minutes. Environmental scientists and public health officials must recognize this
threat and should take steps to do what can be done to prevent the spread and use of nuclear weapons. Thefirst stepis
to acknowledge the threat and to clearly see how close we are coming to global catastrophe.

Mr. Andrew B. Lindstrom, Research Scientist, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.A. 228

If you have the same sun energy and you increase the popul ation and the quality of life, then as a consequence you need
additional energy; this additional energy can be obtained by fossil carbon, by nuclear power plants, by elimination of
other species, by wars, and so on. No solution if the population following growing and bad solution if the level of life-
style continues increasing.

Mr. Juan F. Gallardo Lancho, Spanish Ministry of Education & Science, SPAIN 230

Environmental problems give rise to poverty. In Africa, particularly Ghana, there are many people living in poverty.
They have not been empowered to confront their poor status and they continue to degrade the environment. Thisis
because the environment istheir source of life, it isthe wealth of the poor. The rich also degrade the environment but
they are rich and can find other sources for their livelihood. Empower the poor to confront their status and to use
environmental resources sustainable.

Mr. Redeemer Kowu, Director, Environmental Protection Agency, GHANA 236

There are many laws for protecting environment in some countries like Mauritania but the problem is that they are
never applied; and this must deserve sanctions from United Nations special agencies.
Mr. Cheihkna A. Aidara, Coordinator, APEM, MAURITANIA 239

Plant resources conservation related to water, energy and agriculture should be the concern of the world if human
population should survive.
F, NATURINDO, INDONESIA 253

| am aKenyan environmentalist, a 1990 UNED GLOBAL 500 Laureate. In SSA (Sub-Saharan Africa) poverty links
greatly with environmental degradation for majority people in SSA survive by degrading the environment — Hence
poverty becomes a major contributor to environmental degradation in SSA.

Mr. Michael A.N. Odula, Exec. Director, (Environment) Cape-Kenya, KENYA 259

Destruction of ecosystem e.g. through land subdivision in semi-arid pastoral areas will put to an end the intricate

traditional grazing cycles and put into disorder the natural way of life. The subdivision will also affect wildlife migra-

tion, encourage cultivation and introduce other lifestyles incompatible with wildlife conservation in the Savannahs.
M or F Unknown, Consultant Wildlife Monitoring Expert, Amboseli Tsavo Gamescout Association, KENYA 261

Freshwater issues are being addressed in Australia. Over exploitation of marine resources is my major concern —
especialy illegal fishing that compromises Australian efforts to manage its fisheries.
Dr. Bradford Sherman, Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO Land and Water, AUSTRALIA 269

| think that if we don’t make something to stop climate change, the other measures that we are taking to stop some other

environmental change will be incidental.
Mr. Turan, Ministry of Environment & Forestry, TURKEY 273
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Living with less environmental impact requires lifestyle change; reduce dependence upon long-distance transport of
goods (mainly food) and people; more emphasis on local food production. In Canada, very wasteful energy projects
(e.g. far sands) are being developed in anticipation of increased dependence upon hydrocarbons.

Mr. Chaslie Roots, Scientist, Federal Government, CANADA 280

The causes for desertification, deforestation and land degradation is based in the important problem: the dictatorial
political regimes in Africa. Because it causes their poverty and migrations, no progress environment, no progress
health, etc.

M, NGO (TierraViva), GUINEA ECUATORIAL 292

In view of colossal degradation in the quality of man-land relationship in greater part of the world, leading to ever
increasing environmental degeneration, poverty and pathetic socio-economic disparities, it isimperative on the part of
homo sapience to launch a multi pronged crusade in order to ameliorate such relationship through a synergetic, and
symbiotic approach to achieve sustainable devel opment for social progress, economic growth and environmental pro-
tection on the planet.

Dr. R.V. Verma, Director, Institute for Regional Development Studies, INDIA 298

Oceania suffers from the global environmental impacts of industrialized countries —who pollute the air and the sea
with their chemicals — climate change has caused massive sea-level rises which has eroded small island countries, and
when thetideislow it is so low that the coral and water life is exposed to the sun.

Ms. Maria Kerslake, Dean, Faculty of Arts, Academic-Higher Institute, SAMOA 307
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