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The Kyoto protocol is making the challenge of Rio become real: a mechanism that made possible that devel oped countries
would help non developed countries fund their local Agendas 21. In Chile, it is beginning to work.

Ms. Ximena Abogabir, President, Casa de la Paz, CHILE 004

Non-participation of the USin several (inter alia environmental) treaties and their skepticism vis-a-vis international
cooperation, including the UN, belong to the biggest political problems of today.
Mr. Veit Koester, Professor, DENMARK 047

While there are significant success stories visible, primarily at the local or corporate levels, there remains great reluc-
tance at the national levels to take significant steps in a competitive environment where competitors are outside the
program. Where the marketplace rewards environmentally ethical behavior, most are prepared to change behaviors.
The challengeisto provide the carrot; - remember we are trying to change their behavior, not their religion. That iswhy
education, and the messages provided by the marketplace are so critical. Some sectors have already created a situation
where there is a green premium (e.g., tourism, organic foods) and thisis agood first step. How can we expand thisto
other sectors and to nations where these messages are not clear? In regions where there are few options, can the
developed world better help in the provision of environmentally sustainable options? As well, how can we be clearer
on the key indicators which can serve as performance measures relative to global and regional sustainability?
Dr. Ted Manning, President, Tourisk Inc., CANADA 057

A key reason why most environmental strategies do not work is because most of the world's population do not under-

stand how connected everything is, so base nearly all their life decisions on local considerations. Unless these changes

happen onan“l candothat ..."” basis (becauseit is deemed beneficial to the person or their family and is good practice

even if simple) then we have little hope. We need aradical rethink about how individuals, within their various con-

straints (rural, rich, poor, urban, cultural, political, religious, etc), can create a globe-saving-daily-life best practice.
Mr. Charles Stirton, Self-employed, UK 062

Most politicians have not been addressing severe environmental issues because they prefer to provide the public with
“good news’ stories. Human beings have a built-in bias for happy endings and are inclined to believe the more positive
interpretations of environmental decline; and, as a result, matters have become much worse. Unless we humans have
the courage to accept the unvarnished truth of the extreme perils of our current environmental situation, solutionswill
elude us and chaos, collapse, and die-off are inevitable.

Mr. J. Anthony Cassils, CANADA 079

The population pressure by the increasing population of many countries (e.g., in Africaand in the Middle East, but aso
in other countries) isafundamental problem that causes most of the existing global environmental problems. By taking
wise and humane measures to stabilize the size of the population, at the national level, many environmental problems
may be solved, and for sure will be easier to tackle. However, ahuge problem that | see with any attempt to stabilize the
population of countries with increasing populations, is that it may require a drastically new approach and commitment
to thisissue by the Christians, Muslim and Jewish religions (and perhaps other religions too). Success to stabilize the
national population could also address the opposite problem that has recently started to arise in some countries, which
also could have serious environmental implications, namely, the decline of the national population. The solution in

21



both casesisachangein life style. It goes without saying that such achange is extremely difficult to achieve, and in any
case very slow.
Dr. Michael Graber, Retiree, United Nations, ISRAEL 080

Need greater attention to small scale solutions that the poor can implement.
Mr. Stephen Karekezi, AFREPREN, KENYA 107

However profitable it may be, projects that affect the ecological balance should be discouraged. Cottage industriesthat are
eco-friendly and natural resources based and ensure local indigenous peopl e economic devel opment should be encouraged.
Dr. S.N. Patro, Director, House of Nature, Environment and Society Trust (HONEST), INDIA 132

We cannot reach both ecological sustainability and eradication of global poverty through free economic competition
without political regulations.
M, Independent Author, NORWAY 138

Without political consensus between major countriesit is not possible to solve the most serious environmental threats.

Only through that consensus will it be possible to curb the pattern of today’s consumption in developed countries.
Mr. Joao M. A. Soares, Adviser of the Board, Forestry and Environment, Portucel Soporcel Group, PORTU-
GAL 156

Wisdom isthe highest outcome of applied knowledge, hands on experience and open mindedness. When multinational
organizations that deal in leading-edge environmental technology begin working in true partnerships with grassroots
organizations in both developed and devel oping countries, we can look forward to a new paradigm of environmental
wisdom. To reach this point, all parties must learn to put aside prejudice, ownership and personal gain in order to truly
hear each other; to be free enough dip their minds and handsinto new pools of shared knowledge; to be dedicated only
to the search for benign and compassionate solutions to global crises.

Ms. Carole Douglas, AUSTRALIA 160

This survey does not consider the link between new-colonialism and conservation. If we don’t ground conservation into the

poor people, it will remain as apractice of elite. Thereis no way our world is going to changeif the “developed” countries

don’'t change their mind. An | use the quotation marks because the main product they have devel oped is misery in theworld.
Mr. David Ascanio, VENEZUELA 161

It isimpossible to answer properly these questions if one does not believe in Global Warming. That belief has no
scientific basis. The work of the late 19" Century, published in German, gave the correct view in what was called the
Glasshouse Effect which keeps the world ca. 3500 warmer that would be expected given our distance from the sun.
CO,, etc. alters physically the nature of infrared rays as they pass through the atmosphere like glassin a glass house.
The rays are unable to escape, and their contained heat warms the world. The effect requires only the presence of CO,
etc. Increasing their quantity does not heat the world. That is anatural climate change since the Little Ice Age of 1500-
1700AD.

Global Warming is an environmental disaster in that it diverts money, scientists time and enthusiasm away from real
environmental problems with known solutions.

Mr. David Kear, Director-General, NZ DSIR(retired) NZ 169

| am most concerned about the potential use of nuclear weapons. Environmentalist need to be proactive on thisissue.
Mr. Andrew B. Lindstron, Research Scientist, National Exposure Research Lab. United States Environmental
Protection Agency, USA 185

In the 12 years that | have been answering this questionnaire, diagnosis on social and environmental problems has
improved greatly, but the basic problems are till growing. Some hopeful societal mechanismsto cope with the social-
environmental crisis have devel oped, but the imperial outlook of the United Statesin their aggressive competition with
other economic powers and their dominion over poor, resource-rich countriesis very, very worrying indeed. Uncer-
tainty and risk have grown and the hope of efficiently and sensibly addressing the root of our world's troubles (the
amazingly unsustainable lifestyles of hundred of millions of people in rich countries) has diminished. So-called envi-
ronmental education has proved unable to counter this huge problem and so-called free market reigns unchallenged.
Still in the terms of H.G. Wells, the old race between education and catastropheis on.
Mr. Juan P. Ruiz, Senior Lecturer, Ecology Department, Autonoma University, SPAIN 200
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Some effects in human health could be critical for humankind as problems in reproductive behavior with hormone
disrupters — some chemicals need to be addressed at the global level in thisissue.
Mr. Sergio Musmanni, Executive Director, National Cleaner Production Center, Costa Rica 222

It is difficult to separate some problems from others since all of them are related. Food shortage is related to world
population, and world population and food needs are related to soil degradation, deforestation, etc. An al of them are
related to a perverse economic systems and to present human values.

Mr. J. D. Etchevers, Professor, Natural Resource Institute, Colegio de Postgraduados, MEXICO 223

The developed countries should help devel oping countries to control their population growth and provide them with
enough funds to alleviate the poverty, otherwise a severe crisis and unrest would happen that will destroy everything on
this planet including the ordinary and normal life of the rich people. Unfortunately the leaders of the rich people of the
world are blind to this threat.

Mr. Hamid, Managing Director, Management, Taravat Bahar Toos NGO, IRAN 265

The political agenda, worldwide, has reverted to security and global trade issues. Environment is not given the high
priority it requires for substantial progressto be madein all areas: economics, politics, education, lifestyle/culture and
social ingtitutions. The environmental movement is more marginalized than it has been in decades. Recovery will
depend on greater international cooperation of people and organizations dedicated to environmental stewardship.

Mr. Arthur Goldsmith, Partner, Fair Surveys, CANADA 267

Water and air pollution must be faced seriously to help also alleviate the problem of poverty and social diversity - only
with basic needs covered can democratic evolutions take place. Combating corruption at all levelsis also needed to
create a better and more “just” world and develop trust between people, countries and religions.

M, Falck Group, SWITZERLAND 272

The population issue is a key problem in preventing further environmental degradation. Japan with her demanding
environmental policy inside the highly populated island country in many fields could be a pattern for others states and
for international bodies. My feeling isthat more should be done more to make Japan’s experience and policy (including
the history of both) achievable for other countries, for their officials and public opinion.

Mr. Z€' ev Wolfson, researcher / editor, Environmental Science, Hebrew University, ISRAEL, 274

Forests in the tropics are carbon sinks. Developing countries should be assisted to establish more by developed coun-
tries to combat global warming threatening humankind existence, now and in future.
Mr. Michael E. Sizomu-Kagolo, National Forestry Authority, UGANDA 300

Additional efforts should be pursued by the international community to address the real capacity building, technology
transfer and knowledge assimilation needs of developing countries with regard to MEA's as well as environmental
standards and criteriain general. This should be done instead of focusing on compliance and enforcement issues that
many devel oping countries not only lack the financial and technical requirementsto fulfill, but also the knowledge and
expertise to comprehend.
Mr. Mootaz Ahmadein Khalil, Director, Environment & Sustainable Development, Ministry of Foreign Affaires,
EGYPT 324

| was aware that you did not provide choices the include concerns about endocrine disrupting chemicals. Recent fiel dtrips
confirm serious long-term impacts on the brain, intelligence, and behavior, and reproductive impairment — loss of fertility.
F, TEDX, Inc. USA 337

Developing countries need help to set environmental laws and regulations, as many multinational corporations operat-
ing in poor countries use dangerous systems which have aready been prohibited in their own home country.
M, PT Inti karya Persada Teknik, INDONESIA 339

The non participation of the United Sates casts doubt on the success of the protocol but, what isimportant is that the
majority of American citizens are concerned about global warming the U.S. government should be tackled from a
different angle.
Mr. Olinpio Nhulips, Resource Economist, Directorate of Environmental, Ministry of Environment and Tour-
ism, NAMIBIA 355
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