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Climate change is not a perceived problem anymore. It is there for everyone to see. The seasons are changing, hot
areas becoming hotter, and cold becoming erratic. The arid and semi-arid areas are prone to desertification, and loss
of productivity. Huge investments must be made in technologies and knowledge generation that can either offset the
impact of global warming and seasonal shifts in weather or can produce genes that can withstand hot and dry climates.
Food products need to be produced that can match the tastes and nutrient requirements of humans living in these areas.
Population pressures in South Asia will force a catastrophe onto itself.

M. Ashraf Poswal, Regional Director, CAB International, PAKISTAN 004

GLOBALIZATION necessitates the universal recognition that there ARE but ONE SKY, ONE EARTH, ONE OCEAN,
ONE HUMANKIND, ONE PRIME QUALITY OF LIFE underpinned by BIODIVERSITY in dire need of protection.
The truth lies in the paradigm that the whole is more than the sum of its parts. Hence, any parts of the global environ-
ment — geographical, political, economic, cultural...are NOT negotiable. The CONSERVATION of the UNIVERSAL
ENVIRONMENT will ensure and secure a SALUTARY GLOBE.

Prof. Karl E. Weber, Volunteer, THAILAND 007

The main problem is that there is little or no leadership for the move to steady state societies. In the current circum-
stances of continued pursuit of growth the various measures being applied to reduce environmental impact are mak-
ing things worse by propping up unsustainable systems. They will only work in the context of a change away from
growth/expansion.

Dr. Goff Mosley, AUSTRALIA 026

Crucial are two things: 1) to reach low material and energy intensity of products and services, which requires alteration
of lifestyles in developed countries and a passing by of wasteful lifestyles by developing nations in the years to come;
2) population growth in developing countries, how to slow it down and finally stop it, without violating individual and
human rights?

M, Wood Supply, Stora Enso, FINLAND 028

A big disparity currently exists in the United States between awareness and personal responsibility/acceptance. For
example, people may acknowledge global warming but still proclaim great glee when the weather in January is 60
degrees Fahrenheit and sunny; also too many people who claim to care about the environment see no direct relation
to their personal lives. They drive big cars, shop endlessly, use lots of electric appliances, etc. Those of us who work,
take public transit and do such things as hanging clothing outside to dry, which were once normal activities, are now
seen as old-fashioned, if not weird.

F, Dartmouth College, U.S.A. 033

In Uganda we have a problem because there is a threat to cut down the Mabira Forest, which was acting as a natural
ecosystem and a sink for CO, and other gases. If the forest is cut we shall experience rapid climatic changes.

F, Chemistry Department, Makerere University, UGANDA 035
The cost of environmental damage must be a factor when calculating the full value of moving manufacturing to devel-
oping countries, and this price must become part of the final cost of the product.

Dr. John Underwood, Nova Scotia Power, CANADA 037

I do not believe the world’s leaders will find the necessary willpower to deal effectively with climate change. But they
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will be forced to deal with problems related to the depletion of conventional petroleum resources. And in developing
alternative energy strategies, they have a chance to help the climate — or to destroy it.
M, Laboratory for Interactive Learning, U.S.A. 047

It is only with credible information (like Gore documentary) and unfortunately self-experienced health effects, like

expanding allergies and lost carriage, that people’s awareness of the effects of climate change is improved. Govern-

ments, instead of penalties, taxes, and additional burdens, should design a new industrial and infrastructure policy and

then deploy it in coordination within the EU and also worldwide. Money does not seem the limit — but political will

and people’s preparedness to “renounce” mobility and consumption needs to improve a lot to produce real benefits.
Hansruedi Schenk, Financial Director, Falck Group, ITALY 056

The Second Report of the IPCC has drastically changed the timeline. We are on borrowed time now. There will be no
future if we can’t stop global warming.
Albert G. Cohen, Executive Director, Southern California Ecumenical Council, U.S.A. 057

Renewable energy resources need to be urgently integrated on a major scale into the conventional energy network.
M, University of Melbourne, AUSTRALIA 060

Maintain the pressure to work towards practical solutions of our environmental issues, which are increasingly urgent.
Automobile manufacturers, marketers and users need that pressure more than others.
M, ENGLAND, 064

In my opinion, the main environmental problems facing the world today are and will be caused by a changing climate
and by poverty mainly in the developing countries. Nevertheless, developing countries will have to take part in the
global efforts to curb GHGs emissions, especially China, India, Brazil, Mexico and South Africa, all of which are now
becoming major industrialized countries. A new global agreement will have to be negotiated, either in addition to the
Kyoto Protocol or replacing it, to take care of this matter.

Dr. Michael Graber, Retired, ISRAEL 077

In the United States especially, energy-wasting products and practices should be strictly curtailed. Regional self-suf-
ficiency should replace globalization.
Dr. David Ehrenfeld, Professor II, Rutgers University, U.S.A. 087

I propose an international regime of tradable per capita equal emission rights. On the national/European scale I propose
to increase energy (carbon) prices in proportion to national energy productivity increases in the previous year.
Ernst von Weizsacker, Dean, University of California, Santa Barbara, U.S.A. 093

- Difficult but necessary changes will require extreme measures, incentives, penalties and efforts.
- Developed and developing nations need to share responsibility and technology.
M, Canadian Museum of Nature, CANADA 102

My observation is that society responds to price signals more rapidly than to incentives to employ alternative tech-
nologies. A strong price signal automatically provides the incentive to employ alternative technologies and penalizes
polluters directly. Society subsidizes waste far too much.

Dr. Brad Sherman, Senior Research Scientist, CSIRO Land and Water, AUSTRALIA 112

Despite awareness of global environmental issues, the Government of Trinidad and Tobago pursues courses of action
that inevitably lead to environmental degradation against the wishes of the citizenry. For example, the boom in the
construction sector has encouraged the proliferation of quarries (legal and illegal), resulting in significant deforestation.
Despite national protest, the construction of two to three aluminum smelters has begun, which will result in the rapid
depletion of natural gas and groundwater resources and significantly increase air pollution. Environmental legislation
and enforcement remains weak. Despite statistical decreases in unemployment and poverty, there has been no real
benefit to the average citizenry from this exploitation of our natural resources.
Perry Polar, Insect Pathologist, CAB International, TRINIDAD 117

Global warming is more of a myth than a scientific fact. Really there is global change caused by both technical and
natural factors. We live in the end of one glacial period and it’s simply funny to believe that the climate will be stable
and unchanging. In the history of the Earth, there was NO ONE period with a safe and stable climate.

Eugene Silow, Professor, Irkutsk State University, RUSSIA 144

27



The most important part of public education is to link the economy with efficient/effective use of resources. The first,
the economy, is tied up with the mythology of what has brought us our ‘bounty,” including ‘jobs’ and lots of comfort
and diversions; while the second, the efficient/effective use of resources, is about the basic element of environmental/
ecological principles. These are really very much alike and people need to see that.

Chris Bradshaw, Principal, Bradshaw Communi-Ties, CANADA 145

The problem and the solution: To know and to live this way—there is enough for everybody in need but not for ev-
erybody in greed.
F, Official, Federal Ministry of the Environment, AUSTRIA 153

We will need more cooperation between countries and good experts; more information about assessment and manage-
ment. We also need strong environmental education at schools, universities, and in the governmental structure.
Ott Roots, Director and Chief Scientist, Estonian Environmental Research Institute, ESTONIA 156

Climate change and rises in the sea level will be the key issue in Viet Nam this century. The movement of over 10 mil-
lion people will cause changes never seen before in the world.
Bernard O. Callaghan, Program Coordinator, [IUCN- Viet Nam, VIET NAM 157

I am afraid it is now too late for efficient measures. Global warming will destroy the basis of our present-day geopoli-
tics.
Nicole Petit-Maire, Director of Research, CNRS, FRANCE 158

We face an enormous challenge to cope with the future problems of mankind. We need an outlook based on future
generations, taking them into account in our present day decisions. Education is a most needed issue, but also public
policy coupled with technical and scientific innovations, to induce or promote change. We should learn to see things
in a wider perspective, realizing that issues are interconnected and they interact among each other.

Francisco J. Lozano-G, Sustainable Campus Coordinator, ITESM, Monterrey Campus, MEXICO 161

I hope I'm wrong but the current place and time in which we find ourselves makes me think of the Permian-Trias-
sic extinction, with all the elements present except for the volcanic eruptions. I am concerned about our cultures and
civilizations in a world where leaders do not take these seriously and pursue international/national policy through the
blunt instruments of war and fear. We are at an incredible time of flowering in science, medicine, art, music, thinking
and we may lose many of these due to our shortsightedness as well as selfishness, because in the end, I see increases
in the symmetries of the way power and privilege is distributed.

Edward Hessler, Teacher, Hamline University, U.S.A. 162

Industrial countries should support and finance certain environmental plans in developing countries, but not through
governmental organizations. It is better to work principally and substantially with nongovernmental organizations in
developing countries. I’m most concerned about the potential use of biomass energy. We need to be strongly proactive
on this issue.

Prof. Ibrahim Moh-Kilany, Zagazig University-Egypt, EGYPT 164

A pandemic of endocrine-related health disorders is increasing significantly in the northern hemisphere — I expect
that in two more generations it will be serious enough to cause widespread devastation. But after the recent discovery
that snow pack, which becomes the source of water for millions, has dropped precipitously — I have come to fear that
drinking water and crop loss could impact the globe sooner.

F, TEDX, The Endocrine Disruption Exchange, U.S.A. 165

Increased poverty and problems of food has recently relegated environmental problems and awareness to the back-
ground.
Prof. N. M. Gadzama, Director, University of Maiduguri, NIGERIA 177

The aggressive nature of modern industry and the huge growth of population have badly affected the quality of life,

especially in large cities. We have to take advantage of the most modern environmentally friendly technologies and hu-

man knowledge, to turn back toward our human nature. Otherwise the human species, as we know it will not sustain.
Hamid Taravati, Managing Director, Taravat Bahar Environmental Institute, IRAN 185
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Ten years after the Kyoto Protocol, it is difficult to imagine how we have achieved so little. Obviously, the issue needs
to move off of the political agenda, and be placed on the economic one. Climate change is a reality. Global and local
adaptation strategies are needed for both the short and longer terms.

Gene M. Owens, Independent environment consultant, U.S.A. 189

Awareness about the environment may increase but it doesn’t necessarily translate into changes in lifestyles. That
requires individual commitment to act/change, which requires enabling the environment for them to do so — such as
policies, public facilities, etc.

M, Royal Society for Protection of Nature, BHUTAN 195

An increase in global temperatures is causing changes in the amount and pattern of precipitation, which is becoming
a great cause of concern. In India, we are witnessing changes in the frequency and intensity of precipitation as well as
changes in agricultural yields, though it is difficult to connect these events to ‘Global Warming.’

Another phenomenon that is taking place is the mushrooming of the ‘concrete jungles,’ i.e., buildings in almost all
cities, which is replacing the lush green trees and shrubs and of course the agricultural land and biodiversity. In the
process of beautifying cities, the surroundings of the trees are being concretized. And as a result, the water catchments
area is being reduced and trees are being starved of the natural water during rainy season. During the summer, we are
now depending more and more on supply of water through ‘Water Tankers,” which has not only increased air pollu-
tion, but has also resulted in noise pollution, as the water has to be pumped through ‘Diesel Operated Pumps.” Are we
not acting like ‘kalidas’ (India’s greatest Sanskrit poet and dramatist,) who was cutting the same branch of the tree on
which he was sitting? It is high time to think on ‘Actions’ not ‘Reactions.’
Dr. V.S. Mehrotra, Reader, PSS Central Institute of Vocational Education, INDIA 197

The most pressing problem when talking about the environment is that there is no dollar value on the environment. As

such, the value of the environment will differ from person to person. It is also very difficult to talk about the environ-

ment when there is extreme poverty. In such cases the environment is always relegated behind human survival.
Gregory H. Nyaciuse, Senior Ecologist, Parks & Wildlife Management Authority, ZIMBABWE 202

I think that we are on the brink of no return for this planet if we do not make real efforts to change our lifestyles now,
immediately. This year, after the scientists’ report, governments and politicians are finally taking environmental prob-
lems seriously. Will it last? Time will tell.

F, Volunteer, Society Promoting Environmental Conservation, CANADA 208

The Kyoto Protocol was doomed to fail from the start as it was largely Euro-centric and failed to deal with the vital is-
sue of developing nations’ future energy needs. Curiously, one of the few countries worldwide that will meet its Kyoto
obligation is Australia, who has not ratified the treaty.

M, Environment Protection Authority, AUSTRALIA 215

The main problems related to environmental issues at the present time and in the near future are the increased differ-
ences in the socio-economic development and living standards between the developed and developing countries. It is
absolutely necessary to create new international mechanisms for regulation of these differences and to create equilibrium
between developed and developing countries in the economic growth and use of the natural resources.
Boris H. Krasnopolski, Professor, Russian Academy of Science, Far Eastern Branch, Economic Research
Institute, RUSSIA 217

Poverty and environmental destruction are a vicious cycle in poor countries like Mauritania; only international coopera-
tion and public education can reverse this situation.
Cheikhna Aidara, Coordinator, APEM, MAURITANIA 219

Sadly, shallow consumerism, driven by marketing and ‘fashion,” is making more rapid progress than environmental
consciousness — i.e. appealing to people’s lower instincts works much better than trying to reach their heart or their
reason.

Lothar Luken, Editor, Friends of the Earth, IRELAND 220

Medium to long-term environmental impacts cannot loom harsher than the immediate punishing impacts of severe
poverty, rampant in several developing countries. It is therefore very unlikely that those caught in the poverty trap will
be willing or able to voluntarily take measures to stabilize or reduce ghg emissions/capture. Nevertheless it is vital,
for our long-term survival, that developing countries also take such measures — as well as the more stringent measures
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that must be implemented by developed countries and large ghg emitting countries. Mechanisms must be devised and
agreed in the future that will coerce developing countries to help improve, or at least stabilize the current situation by
making positive efforts themselves.

Mike Laing, Retired climatologist, SOUTH AFRICA 228

We waste too much energy!! We must reward environmentally sound techniques and products, for example, through
positive tax discrimination.
M, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, AUSTRIA 229

To be able to participate in resolving our environmental problems, it is first necessary to be aware of how one contrib-
utes to them. Can I reduce my personal consumption of energy? Is my principal means of transportation by foot, by
bicycle, by bus, boat or train, by car or by airplane? Am I involved in any activities that pollute or have an otherwise
adverse impact on the physical and natural environment? Could I change my diet to a predominantly vegetarian one?
Do I choose organic produce or am I happy with the conventional or GM Variety? In short, am I actually doing anything
constructive to halt the deterioration in the quality of our environment?

David Black, Trustee, Oxleas Wood Challenge Fund Trust, U.K 234

Changes to the climate are part of a natural cycle, which has gone on for eons. In some respects, GHG emissions from
human activities may be hasten changes ahead of the planet’s ability to catch up but the media, and many others, who
should know better should show a bit of balance please!

Dr. Diane Wiesner, Principal Scientist, Australian Water Association, AUSTRALIA 249

Really, I think the degradation process of the environment is a “non-stop” issue. No agreements, regulations or laws
will be able to stop, reduce, or minimize this process. Sadly, these are the behavior of the Homo sapiens species: To
break his house himself.

Mamerto Valerio, Representative, Environment and Development (ENDA), DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 277

Developing countries, especially in Africa, suffer and will continue to suffer due to global warming. Yet, the devel-
oped countries are largely responsible for CO, emissions. These countries should therefore bear the responsibility and
positively respond to the call, POLLUTER PAYS, to avail adequate financial and technical assistance. This will help
developing countries to adopt appropriate technologies in combating global warming under or including South-to-South
trading and other arrangements.

Michael E. Sizonuel-Kagolo, Private Forest Consultant, UGANDA 286

God’s creation started with rivers, lakes, mountains, plants, and animals, and ended with man, according to the Bible.
Then man started to use these things to satisfy his needs. The use is almost exhausted. Deforestation has become one
of the major environmental problems. In the rural areas of Kenya where wood is the basic source of fuel, the cutting
of trees has affected agricultural land. Erosion by means of running water has left the land barren. Consequently, the
seasonal streams become silted up, causing acute shortage of water for animals and domestic users. The more the trees
are cut down, the less the rainfall, resulting in long periods of drought. Since Africa has not developed new technolo-
gies for energy creation for industrial and domestic use, wood fuel will still serve the majority of the population. So the
governments of developing countries, with large areas of land not well utilized, have to come up with strong policies
on tree planting. I would rather suggest that every adult, including a baby born yesterday should own at least 200 trees.
Besides that, serious consideration should be given to encourage the bio-gas industry as an alternative wood fuel. This
is an area of great potential because about 90% of rural households have cattle, which can provide source materials
required for the technology.
Yucabeth Ongondo, Chairperson, Kogola Women Group, KENYA 288

I am preparing a waste-recycling center where I hope to help my citizens change their lifestyle in terms of consump-
tion and water resources management at urban and rural levels. I deeply believe in this issue (I will present my results
next year).

M, VGE West African Environment Watch, GUINEA REUBLIC 299

I think there needs to be more interest in environmental education in the Middle East and most Asian countries. We
need more activities on this topic.
Ahmed H. Abdulrahman, Information Advisor, Supreme Council for the Environment and Natural Reserves,
QATAR 300
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