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Regarding biodiversity conservation, the key is access to information on the value of biodiversity and the means to
sustain it including participatory approaches and access to best practice. This is not readily available in most develop-
ing countries, or if available is costly and may not be in indigenous languages. Biodiversity needs to be conserved
at the community level and awareness of its value and of options is key. Many of those whose actions most imperil
biodiversity through actions such as cutting mangroves, dynamiting reefs, shooting megagfauna have no knowledge
of the value of these to the planet, nor of alternative means to gain a living while sustaining them.

Edward W. Manning, President, Tourisk Inc, Canada, 087

A lot more focus needs to be put on “sustainability” than climate change. The biodiversity element too often gets for-
gotten and yet it is an important/critical link in our survival.
F Australia, 161

I am concerned that the strategy linking biodiversity conservation to sustainable development of natural resources
is not working and doomed to failure. It appears to promote exploitation and concern over 'ownership' of potentially
valuable biodiversity or genetic resources. It has not led to increased conservation successes or increased awareness
of biodiversity conservation broadly across society. Human society in general still perceives biodiversity as 'here for
our use'. I believe only a major cultural/religous revolution akin to an 'epiphany' will be needed to solve the biodiver-
sity crisis. Only when human society accepts that co-habitation with the natural world is necessary and desirable for
our spiritual health and well-being will we begin to live in harmony with nature. Much in the way religious teachings
have adopted a Ten Commandments approach to influencing acceptable practices in human society will we need a
"Ten Commandments for Environmental Harmony" that tells us what we should and should not do with respect to our
interactions with Nature.

Robert S. Anderson, Museum Scientist, Canadian Museum of Nature Canada, 200

The importance of ecosystems in terms of adaptation to climate change is well known. While the scientific knowledge

about the importance of biodiversity and ecosystem services for human well-being has grown exponentially, its con-

tribution to policy making at all levels could be further improved. In fact, a functioning International Environmental

Governance (IEG) system that provides the international framework to support governments in successfully addressing
environmental challenges and meeting their commitments at the national level is the need of the hour.

Dr. Laxmi Kant Dadhich, Honorary Patron,

Paryavaran Parishad Environment Society, India, 164

CEEweb’s priorities for post-2010 objectives are identifying, recognizing, and tackling the indirect pressures, underly-
ing drivers of biodiversity loss. These drivers are grouped in three:
1. Cultural drivers:
- Values of society (material values are dominating others such as health, love, security)
- Tradition loss
- Consumerism
- Sectional approach
2. Institutional drivers:
- Economic and regulatory frameworks (natural resources are cheap, human labour is expensive)
- Cheap fuel for transport
- State budget (not much for nature conservation, poverty alleviation, changing lifestyles)
- Education
3. Structural drivers
- Production and consumption
- Urban structures, infrastructure
Responses should be developed to address these drivers. Thus CEEweb is proposing the introduction of limiting natural
resource use globally until the use does not extend the carrying capacity of the Earth. Besides, sustainable use of space
should be promoted through economic incentives and also legally biding commitments.
Veronika Kiss, Programme Coordinator, CEEweb for Biodiversity, Hungary, 165
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Gro Harlem Brundtland’s Report “Our Common Future”, Agenda 21, Millennium Development Goal etc. cannot have
a chance to succeed in the era of globalised trade, IPRs, patents etc. as these put economic growth in the centre, and
“biodiversity conservation” in a distant periphery. The nature and biodiversity have no “development” plans unlike the
humans. The biosphere is largely a victim of any form of “development for economic growth”. So if Homo sapiens
would like to avoid degenerating into H.destructus, they should immediately put “ecology” in the centre and develop
a strategy of “sustainable future” rather than “sustainable development”. Both substantial reductions in the human
populations in India, China and other developing countries as well as avoidance of unsustainable lifestyle are essential.
What we need is a “World Council for Sustainable Biosphere”, rather than WTO, IMF, World Bank etc. “Sustainable
Future” cannot be achieved without humankind system or civilization establishing harmony with the system in which
nature/biosphere of planet Earth functions. Functions of Nature are cooperative, interlinked and interactive unlike those
needed for a competitive global market economy. The untenable notion that Homo sapiens are the Lord of planet Earth,
and all other animate and inanimate resources are just for their consumption and pleasure started with the Industrial
revolution in the late 18th century. Some consider that it also marked the beginning of geological era “Anthropocene”.
The idea of sustainable future necessitates basic changes in our concept of civilization, lifestyle, food production and
consumption pattern, urban and rural infrastructure, education, employment healthcare, future course of science and
technology etc. These all are quite radically different value systems.

P. C. Kesavan, Distinguished Fellow, M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, India, 107

We must unify actions in our efforts to save biodiversity, seeking their greatest value in rational and potential use. Bio-
diversity contains millions of species and thousands of ecosystems that form to meet the material and spiritual needs of
man. In modernity, nature has become an object of control by the sciences and by production. It remained unaccounted
for in the economic system, thus its complex order and the organization of the ecosystem have been ignored. At the
same time, it has increasingly become an object of knowledge and supplier of raw materials in the production process.
Through the Asociacién Cubana de Técnicos Agricolas y Forestales (Cuban Association of Agricultural and Forest
Technology), we will develop an agricultural process founded in the ecological and biological process that can maintain
the functions of the ecosystem and apportion adequate means of subsistence without undermining the cultural and social
integrity of the population living in it. This is the necessary agricultural and ecological transition and development of
knowledge about sustainable agriculture based in ecological principles and the close relationship between nature and
society. That is the immediate requirement for creating a better world, one that can always be.
Waldo I. Tapia Contreras, President,
Asociacion Cubana de Técnicos Agricolas y Forestales, Cuba, 197

It is significant to strengthen the education and the training of all human beings, especially the young people, so as to

develop their consciousness of the environment. The earth could not be protected, without everyone being aware of

the issue and without sustainable development (conservation of natural resources, etc.) through extensive and in-depth
education.

Ming Wang, Vice President, Health & Material Management Dept.,

Jinheng Science & Technology Co., Ltd (Zhuhai), China, C001

All governments, especially in Africa, should have a curriculum capturing environmental problems starting from nurs-
ery school to university college. Our governments put more emphasis on arithmetic, and language at the expense of
the environment. I am not ashamed to say that environmental issues start from the house to the home, estate, village,
location, district, and the whole world.

Yucabeth Ongondo, Chairperson, Kogola Women Group — CBO, Kenya, 207

Environmental problems in Kuwait arise from a number of factors: principally climate, industrialization, transport, and
recreation. The impact of these factors on the environment is vital. Both media and education have an important role
to play in sharpening awareness of problems and their solutions.

F, Kuwait, 097

An international approach to population issues needs to be considered whereby we decide on a total carrying capacity
for the earth and determine how to avoid reaching that total carrying capacity.
David Vernon, dvbooks, Australia, 009

Based on the relationship between the earth population and overall natural resources, research should be done to identify
the sustainable amount of per capita natural resources (or pollution) and to guide the alteration of people’s lifestyle.
M, China, C003
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There has been extremely uneven development and a variety of levels of consciousness among the human race. It is
impossible to improve the cognitive state of mankind in the short term. We have to rely on governments and interna-
tional organizations with great power and enforceability to take coercive measures to stop any activities that is harmful
to the environment.

E China, C012

The current global economic downturn in the 'west' is undermining and overriding environmental concerns. Survival
for the average citizen does not allow room for thinking beyond day to day existence. We therefore rely heavily on our
decisions makers. At present my own country is managing to survive economically by digging up its mineral resources
to feed growth in China and India. This in turn accelerates climate change and consequent loss of biodiversity - the
reaction continues. If our leaders think in only the short term then what kind of long term future can we expect? The
same message applies today as it did at Rio; In order to survive we must know the limits of our planetary systems,
understand our role in maintaining their continued survival and learn to live accordingly.

Carole Douglas, MD, Environment and Culture, Logico Pty, Ltd. Australia, 106

Global warming is a major environmental issue which needs attention of all the countries. All the developed and

developing countries should actually work for emissions reduction even if they have to compromise on economic
development.

Zia Ul Islam, Director, Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency,

Ministry of Environment, Pakistan, 174

1. Biological solution is preferred over engineering or technical solution to contain climate change. 2. Circular economy
should be adopted in preference over a linear economy. 3. Emphasis should be given to protect grassroots people’s
interests likely to be impacted by climate change. 4. Lifestyle change can do a lot to reduce the greenhouse gas genera-
tion. 5. Intensive education and awareness is required to promote people’s knowledge on the causes of climate change
and the means to combat it.

Dr. Sundara Narayana Patro, Working President, Orissa Environmental Society, India, 193

Developed countries, plus China, India and Brazil are responsible for the global warming, must therefore set legally
abiding and verifiable targets of CO2 emissions for themselves.

Sani Dawaki Usman, Deputy Director, Environmental Research and Statistics,

Federal Ministry of Environment, Nigeria, 011

At the heart of most problems that afflict humankind is self-centeredness. There is a need to appeal to the higher nature
of nations and men for them to be less selfish, to think of others, and not only of oneself, because considering the welfare
of others will in the end rebound to one’s own national/personal survival. That is the law of the universe.

Virginia S. Carifio, Professor, National Research Council of the Philippines, Philippines, 169

Practical activities are essential in order to produce environmentally conscious citizens who act to correct environmental
problems in their immediate environment.
Veronica Irene Joy Royes, Natural History Society of Jamaica, Jamaica, 186

Looking over the past fifty years, it is all too apparent that while discussion of environmental issues has increased, it
has not stopped the human juggernaut from laying waste to the Earth at an accelerating rate. This raises the issue of
whether human intelligence is up to the task of addressing the threats that human numbers and demands pose to the
ecosphere. Human emotions and instinctual drives to expand their own life form at the expense of others seem to over-
ride the obvious need to reduce the human impact on Earth by curbing human population and consumption.

J. Anthony Cassils, Canada, 014

The solution to environment problems is not to stop development, but to change the pattern of economic growth and
consumption. The major powers in the world should no longer seek to become economic and political hegemony and
postpone action that is conducive to environment protection.

M, China, C005
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I believe that the carbon footprint is a tool to achieve a leap forward to have a more sustainable lifestyle. Commercial
use of the carbon footprint, built-in labels is a great procedure to increase awareness of environmental care, and make
a difference in lifestyles. This indicator integrates the “market forces” environmental issues, reaching every person in
their everyday decisions. For this to have real value should be an international agreement on procedures for measuring
the carbon footprint throughout the life cycle of each product, there should be international regulations approved bodies
for certification of the value of the carbon footprint and regulation for a credible advertising for all people, motivating
environmental awareness. Subsequently, following the same path will develop water footprint of bio-diversity and
other aspects of environmental care.

Agustin Abarca, Director, Accion Ambiental Ltda, Chile, 089

With the ongoing financial crises in USA, Europe and others my main worry is that focus will not be that much on sus-
tainable use of earth resouces. Empty stomachs cannot think. Efforts need to be made to put a moratoriam on population
growth, and improve food access in developing countries. World problems are interconnected and cannot be addressed
if treated peacemeal such as COP10 or Copenhagen accord or similar initiatives. A comprehensive world agreement is
needed emcompassing all issues under the same umbrella. The progress monitoring can be compartmentalized

M, Pakistan, 118

A real solution of the world’s combined climate and environmental problem will require a stop in the rich countries
exponential economic growth politics. This, however, is impossible for any single country under today’s economic
world order of free competition with a minimum of political interference. What is needed is therefore an international
top level conference for a discussion on sustainable alternatives to the existing regulations of WTO, WB, IMF, and the
regional economic unions like EU, NAFTA, et cetera.

Erik Dammann, Founder, The Future In Our Hands, Norway, 131

The issues of hazardous waste dumping by developing countries have to be addressed at the global fora because of

the rampant effect it is having on targeted developing regions such as Africa. There is need to foster concepts such as

Resource Efficiency and Cleaner Production technologies as well as sustainable consumption and production. These
must be mainstreamed into national policies.

Tawanda Collins Muzamwese, Research Scientist, Industrial Environmental Management and Cleaner Pro-

duction Division, Zimbabwe National Cleaner Production Center, Zimbabwe, 157

Species extinction occur due to habitat loss, fragmentation of habitat, human activities. Who is going to clean up the
garbage floating in the oceans? Climate change is raising havoc in North America with major disasters, e.g., tornadoes,
torrential rains, flooding, uneven temperatures causing drought (poor crops). Now volcano in Iceland unpredictable,
affecting Europe. Now oil spill in Gulf of Mexico, which has no solution. All these have a cumulative impact on the
whole world. And yet our governments are still promoting resource extraction to “help the economy.”

FE, Canada, 109

1. The growth in human population is unsustainable. This topic has disappeared off the global agenda. The relentless
rise in the number of people on our planet makes a nonsense of most measures being discussed.
2. Soil erosion and the implosion of pollinators and birds are two “dark horse” factors which could both have devastat-
ing effects on human survivability. They are high leverage factors. If they are corrected, many other ills will also be
corrected. They are clear bell weathers.

UK., 050

All of our efforts to deal with environmental problems will be made much more difficult by the fact that global oil pro-
duction is about to start rapid decline. As oil becomes more scarce, there will be intense pressure to develop alternative
energy sources that will have enormous negative impacts on various aspects of the environment.

M, USA, 008

The biggest challenges are 1) addressing population growth and 2) finding a way to move beyond "feel good" environ-
mentalism to making behavioral/societal changes that could reverse our current trajectory.
E USA, 021
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Over the years as the world’s population grows, as environmental issues become more global, as science becomes more
effective in demonstrating global linkages among living species and the environment, one would expect the emergence
of a global consensus.a greater understanding of all the world’s people about our environmental future. It appears that
the opposite is happening. We are becoming more diverse in our opinions about the environment and the type of actions
needed to protect the environment. As someone that has been taking the time to respond to this Asahi Glass Founda-
tion Survey for most of the past 19 years, this is all a bit sad to me. There are many young people that are responding
positively to these problems. I wish them well.

Gene M. Owens, Independent consultant, USA, 032

Change the goal of development target into: raising GDP per reduced number of the poor below the poverty line and
reduce CO2 emissions per capita.
Emil Salim, University of Indonesia, Indonesia, 042

Everyone is responsible for environmental problems. Better life quality and more energy consumed thanks to rapid
advancing technology leads to environmental damage and quick energy consumption. If we returned to past values,
life would gradually improve.

M, Taiwan, T-047

The earth faces the problem of “survival”, not merely environmental problems. This generation should be responsible
for the next two generations.
Hu JingWu, a vice-section chief, CPC Corporation, Taiwan T-049

The environment, development, and social justice are completely related, in such a way that none can be achieved in
isolation from the rest. It is necessary to achieve a better redistribution of goods and resources at a global level so that
the conservation of the environment can be realized.
International solidarity is also necessary to bring an end to the tremendous imbalance between those who have everything
and those who have nothing. The world can not be in the hands of the few who govern at the whims of their financial
and commercial interests, who create and topple governments and maintain the worst possible misery of millions of
people and entire countries.
Further, what sense is there in saving some ecosystems if we’re leaving thousands and thousands of children to die
from disease, war, and malnutrition on a daily basis?

M, Spain, 052

Environmental problems require to be also addressed in a wider context. The path and type of economic development is
crucial. Too much consumption, greed, the belief that happiness comes from wealth. Happiness increases up to an income
of $50,000 per annum and then levels off. Greater equality, less poverty. More contented and fulfilled people.

M, Canada, 061

Reduce excessive packaging and consequently promote simple-packaged products.
M, Taiwan, T-075

Reducing nitrogen and phosphate pollution of water should receive more attention.
Kenneth Ruffing, France, 104

This is the moment to seriously implement the protection of our planet for ourselves and for our future generations!
Miroslav Raicevic, President, The Association of Montenegrin-Japanese Friendship,
Montenegro, 121

Under the doctrine of IEC’s “saving the planet” is the utmost need of the entire human race. The IEC does not deal
with only birds, trees, and fishes, but it recognizes that nature is having the potential infrastructure for the humankind
and meant to provide dignity, prosperity, good health, enrichment, and freedom from hunger and poverty. Therefore,
applied IEC invariably protects water, wildlife, fisheries, public land, animals, rivers, waterways, all basics of human
life. However, the IEC advocates a complete change in the world’s economic system and formulation of redefinition of
man’s relationship with “Mother Earth.” The future of the Earth is intimately linked with the sustainable development
which is ostensible goal of environmental policy and law as enunciated in Agenda 21 of the Earth Summit (1992) and
also in the Johannesburg Summit (2002). In this regard, not only developing countries but also the developed ones have
to adopt a visionary approach in consonance with the needs of man and nature both.
Prof. R.K. Nayak, Executive Chairman,
The Environmental and Consumer Protection Foundation, India, 133
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I feel that legal and political instruments of introducing environmental protective goals within frame of economic develop-
ment and executing of international and domestic law are of great importance for international community and nations.
The less consume style of living in the West as well as just distribution of resources in developing countries, helping
their economic development should contribute to more fair and equitable use of resources and save the biodiversity.
Nowacki, Professor of Law, University of Wroctow, Poland, 147

Future looms dark unfortunately. Nobody cares much. We all are running to arrive nowhere. Wealthy countries should
try to stop war, to reduce producing weapons, prevent smuggling, help people of the world to control the size of their
family, educate people of the world, reduce carbon emission, help developing countries to eradicate hunger and pov-
erty. Otherwise terrorism will win and environment would be destroyed in war and by the hands of hungry deprived
people

Hamid Taravati, Managing director, Taravat Bahar Environmental Institute, Iran, 150

I can still remember the intense enthusiasm that I felt, as a participant during the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.
It was not long after this that our campaign, to save an ancient woodland from a road scheme, was successful. The
environment seemed to be receiving the attention it deserved, locally and globally. We have a remarkable ability, once
a critical point is reached, to focus our awareness in a different direction. The delights of information technology, the
wonders of the internet, an obsessive attractions to all manner of screens—a long list of diversions. The environment
is once again in view but that earlier intensity has quite definitely gone.

David Black, Trustee, Oxleas Wood Challenge Fund Trust, UK., 162

I think more funds should be set aside to build some more sophisticated research laboratories in developed and develop-
ing countries. People should be made aware of environmental effects and global warming worldwide.
Selosilwe Mokubukubu Mosinyi, Botswana, 187

During ECO 92/Rio, some leaders gathered at the conference issued the world a warning that should have been consid-
ered. After years climate change has worsened. Forests have practically disappeared, deserts have spread worldwide, a
billion tons of fertile land has accumulated annually in the oceans and seas, and many species are extinct. Population
pressure and poverty imposes desperate efforts to survive at the expense of nature. Poisoned the seas and rivers, polluted
the air and pierced the ozone layer, saturated the atmosphere with gases that are changing the climate with catastrophic
effects already reported in several regions of the planet. Some years, the environmental damage by destruction reached
industrialized countries and developing countries, the despair of all shall be equal before the calamities of nature dying.
Humanity is in danger due to the rapid and progressive destruction of their natural living conditions. If we want to save
mankind from this self-destruction, government, economic power, NGOs and the general public must be aware of this
threat. Tomorrow will be too late to lead us to what we should have done long ago.

Ricardo Rocha de Sousa, OUTROS, Brazil, 194

There is a direct relationship between climate change, the loss of biodiversity, desertification, and poverty in the world.
We shouldn’t have wasted time: act already! What is in danger is life in all its forms, on the planet, on Earth. The
environment belongs to everyone! Same with water!

Elias C. Abramides, Consultant, World Council of Churches, Argentina, 196

Today, humanity stands at the frightening juncture of colossal environmental degradation endangering the life support
system on the planet. So the urgent need of the hour is to make conscientious efforts to develop genuine symbiotic
relationships between developed and developing countries so as to evolve a sustainable international strategy and not
only to mitigate the ecological problems but also to ameliorate the quality of life on the Earth.

R.V. Verma, Director; Institute for Regional Development Studies, India, 209
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