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The threat of global warming is serious and close but still is not understood well by people or taken seriously by gov-
ernments. A dedicated and great effort is needed by NGOs and concerned people and institutes.
Hamid Taravati, Managing Director, Taravat Bahar Institute, Iran, 136

Global warming now is a single-most threat to the survival of the human race. If we do not act collectively now, we
may not have a next day to act!
Dr. VK. Banakar, Scientist, National Institute of Oceanography, India, 258

What I am missing most from thinking relating to climate change is TRUST IN NATURE, in its self-recovering capac-
ity. That is more efficient as any that humans can do. The best that humankind would be capable of is helping nature
to self-recover with well-engineered concerned actions, e.g. large-scale reforestation, wetland reconstruction, stop soil
degradation, restoring natural ecosystems and ecosystem services, et cetera.

Vilmos Kiszel, President, Goncol Foundation, Hungary, 210

There needs to be more attention paid to the growth of vulnerabilities to the tropical storms as a consequence of climate
change.

Roberto Rodriguez Rojas, Regional Coordinator,

Comision Centroamericana de Ambiente y Desarrollo, El Salvador, 164

Biofuel can to some extent contribute to solve the energy problem and can contribute to climate change prevention.

However, there is a risk that the production of biofuel creates conflicts with biodiversity conservation (cutting down

rainforests to replace them with biomass-producing crops) or with food security (getting better prices for maize used for
biofuel, increased food prices especially affecting the poor populations). Every effort must be made to prevent this.

Robert Zwahlen, Senior Environment and Social Development Specialist,

Poyry Energy Ltd., Switzerland, 001

Saving energy is the most effective and timely strategy to reduce climate change. It’s up to the governments to set the
right incentives for citizens to use energy efficient technologies and to change own behavior.
Dr. Thomas Jostmann, Senior Vice President, Evonik Degussa GmbH, Germany, 027

Converting sugarcane bagasse to biochar is potentially a very effective method of locking up large volumes of CO2
and the biochar can be used to increase soil fertility in tropical soils.
M, CABI, Trinidad, 156

I think it is a mistake to ban specific lighting technologies when there is no perfect substitute. If we focus on clean
generation of electricity, then conservation becomes of secondary importance. Personally, I pay extra for 100% renew-
able generation and I think it is my own business how I use this energy as I do not contribute to elevated CO2 because
of my choice of power sources. Fluorescent bulbs have their own environmental problems, e.g. mercury contamination
which requires long distance transport for specialized disposal. I doubt if they save much energy in a full life cycle
analysis for their application in Canberra.
Dr. Bradford Sherman, Senior Research Scientist/Research Group Leader,
CSIRO Land and Water, Australia, 180
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Many in Ghana, including me, would like to go for domestic solar power generators, but are constrained by prohibitive
cost of installing solar panels.
Ketiboa K. Blay, Executive Chairman, Centre for Social and Community Advancement, Ghana, 203

The most serious problem is ever-increasing population and an economic system that requires that increase to function
as it does.
Dr. Herbert Bormann, United States, 064

DNA studies indicate that H. sapiens evolved from a single family group of proto-anthropoids. As indicated in The
Linnean 23 (2) 28-36, the greatest threat to human survival is the recent enormous increase in the world population.
This has engendered rapid climate change, of which many threatening facets are surveyed in the Asahi Glass Founda-
tion Questionnaire. The human population of the world will, I believe, become extinct as a result of food shortage and
viral diseases. All attempts over the last 40 years to control population increase have ended in failure. It is now too late
to escape the inevitable consequences of this failure.
Professor John Leonard Coudsley-Thompson, Professor of Zoology (Emeritus),
University of London, England, 074

Much more attention should be paid on relationships between biodiversity loss and climate change.
M, Metsdhallitus, Finland, 003

While I understand the interest in global warming, that is by no means the only issue that should be surveyed and some,
including me, would argue that it is not even the most important. This is not because of its impact but it is likely only
partially the result of human activity and therefore there is less that we can do about it than some other issues. For me
the most critical issues are loss of habitat and pollution levels that are affecting immune systems and disease transmis-
sion in natural ecosystems. If we cannot maintain our natural biodiversity, including appropriate levels of pollinators,
then global warming or not, the human race will probably vanish.

E University of Ottawa, Canada, 018

Climate change mitigation measures related to land use and forests should be designed in a way that assures the con-
servation of biodiversity—preserve primary forests and wetlands.
Friedrich Wulf, International Coordinator, Pro Natural, FOE Switzerland, Switzerland, 123

Pollution—of the air, the sea, rivers, our bodies—is an obvious consequence of unsustainable population growth and
misuse of resources. The present unacceptable levels of nonrenewable energy consumption reflect a laissez-faire attitude
towards changing one’s lifestyles. We cannot afford to pursue a piecemeal, apologist approach to the appalling state
of our environment. Apathy and negligence result in planetary destruction. The time for action is now, not in 2020 or
2050, otherwise by then we will have passed midnight.

David Black, Trustee, Oxleas Wood Challenge Fund Trust, United Kingdom, 202

Stopping deforestation in areas of grazing and soya production is much more important than costly efforts at reforesta-
tion of grazing lands.
Robert K. Walker, Founding Member, Agere Cooperagdo em Advocacy, Brazil, 028

The air, water, soil and noise pollution becomes increasingly serious along with the industrial development, as a result

the urgency of protection of environment is turning into a global issue faced by human beings. As an important pro-

tection tool for the environment, forest should be paid more emphasis. Compared to other methods of environmental

protection, forestation has its unique advantages. Thus, it should be a common obligation for all countries over the
world to speed up the forestation in order to protect the homeland of humanity ourselves.

Zhengdao Jin, Office Director,

China Institute of Sand Treatment and Sand Industry, China C002

Public education and awareness programs directed at all levels of societies, from primary schools to the top echelons of

policy makers must be intensified, to ground more aggressive action to reverse the negative impacts of environmental
degradation.

Milton Haughton, Deputy Executive Director,

Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism Secretariat, Belize, 143
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Reforestation will occur throughout the country through environmental education at a national level.
Waldo Tapia Contreras, Coordinator, Asociacion Cubana Técnicos Agricolas y Forestales, Cuba, 283

Sustainable lifestyles, simplicity and green jobs are the only remedies for the current global environment and economic
crises.
M, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Sri Lanka, 200

The most important thing is that humans should change their lifestyles and values for the environment. Reinforcing
education and promoting green living could fulfill this.
M, Institute of Transportation and Communication, Taiwan 001

The global environmental problem is much more a social problem that is very important to start from the change of the
way people live on, rather than just focusing on technology, which may mislead the public to be released from every
single person's responsibility that ought to be incurred. To constraint people’s behavior would be more important than
counting on the development of science and technology.

M, Tsinghua University, China C022

A key step to change consumer behavior is to make the most environmentally positive alternatives economically com-
petitive. Governments must use their purchasing power and ability to regulate to make this happen. When the price
of greener alternatives is better than the others, the demand will change. This way, we don’t need to change anyone’s
environmental beliefs, only their behavior.

Dr. Edward W. Manning, President, Tourisk Inc., Canada, 048

We need a global tax system where costs of sustainable products are being made cheaper.
Willem Ferwerda, Director, IUCN Netherlands, The Netherlands, 105

I feel government initiatives are more important than individual gestures.
Alan Massam, Chair, Environment Communications, United Kingdom, 282

The recent policy statement by U.S. President Barack Obama to motor vehicle manufacturers to make vehicles of
higher energy efficiency (to reduce gas demand and supply) is a positive step forward in reducing gas emissions, when
implemented. If political leaders in other developed countries can adopt such a move, the gas emissions problem could
be effectively tackled in the post-2012 framework.

Michael E. Sizomu-Kagolo, National Forestry Authority, Uganda, 257

There is an absence of permanent information to come to the popular masses. There needs to be sustained governmental
programs with serious scientific backing. The former cannot achieve progress if national, regional, and local govern-
ments don’t encourage it through education, eradication of poverty, responsible family planning, norms of using and
occupying land while avoiding settling of homes in unfit zones, which result in danger to its inhabitants and poor use
of environmental resources.

Maria Cristina Bo, Argentina, 031

I believe and hope that the current world economic crisis will prove to be a blessing in disguise for the future of man-
kind and our planet. It will slow down growth, cause us to reexamine our priorities and values and put more attention
on environmentally friendly ways of living.

Paul M. Koch, P.Eng, Canada, 021

The reduced consumption arising from the current economic crisis is a great help in bringing down carbon emissions.
May it also show people in the rich countries that one can live without a lot.
Lothar Luken, Ireland, 041

Developed countries must pay for global environmental deterioration for the reason that they developed earlier and pro-

duced pollution in the course of their development. Although they solved the pollution problem of their own, it shouldn’t

be forgotten that this is based on the global division that developed countries have transferred those high-polluting

industries to the developing countries, which made the latter produce their goods and left the pollution locally. This is
not fair at all. Therefore, they have an obligation to help developing countries to face the problems of pollution!

Qingbao Zheng, Director of Department of Members and Communications,

All-China Environment Federation, China, C024
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To be short, I would just like to underline the issues of resource use and distribution of wealth here between on the one
hand, developed countries and a few emerging powers including China and India, vis-a-vis other developing countries.
I am fairly concerned that the current situation, e.g. in Africa or Asia is not only environmentally detrimental, but also
socially very unfair and will create new problems to be solved by the world community, e.g., accommodating refugees
from areas affected by civil wars. Approaches to change this have filled books but need implementation in the next 20
years as problems are felt already in developed countries, e.g. asylum seekers, migration effects, et cetera.
Gerhard Stimmeder, Desk Officer, Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, Environment, and Water Management, Austria, 132

People in developing countries are much more vulnerable to the effects of environmental degradation because they
often directly depend on the land.
M, G.B. Pant Institue of Himalayan Environment and Development, India, 204

Developed countries should help developing countries to be developed this time in an environmentally friendly way.
John Tiyang Acha, Chief, International Association for the Protection of Environment, Cameroon, 277

The developed countries should institute structural and functional changes in their systems of life and
development models. One cannot continue to believe infinitely in myths and realize that the land has finite
resources.

Edgar Selvin Peréz, Director, Oficina Tecnica de Biodiversidad, Guatemala, 256

Environmental protection must be a global political issue. No separate effort is sufficient enough unless it is backed
by decisions/actions at a global level.
Bilyana Ivanova, State Expert Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria, 182

1. To motivate various measures of emission reduction and energy saving, and encourage long-term projects of smaller
scale rather than concern about larger projects only.
2. To support the civil power in environmentally sensitive areas, to empower them to protect the local environment
from deterioration.
3. To encourage more individuals and organizations to participate in the task of energy saving, emission reduction,
environmental protection.
4. The developed countries should pay more attentions to the environmental change in developing countries as to avoid
North-South imbalance in the environmental issues.

Jierong Han, CIO, Gansu China Biological Energy System Co.,Ltd, China C031

In my view, the environment is one, not a series of disconnected “issues.” Global population pressure and consumption
patterns in both poor and rich countries continue to place too much strain on natural resources. It is not much use if
you only concentrate on avoiding climate change and then find that your food supply disappears. Ecological imbal-
ance in intense monocultures can easily open up for new plant diseases and in many countries such as the U.S., the
groundwater supplies give out. Or if public health deteriorates because of chemical pollution. A proper strategy has to
provide positive aims and alternatives, not just lists of dangers and what not to do.

M, Ministry of the Environment, Norway, 036

Different sectors such as government, local government, private sectors, NGOs, and individual families should incor-
porate and integrate disaster management and environment (climate change) component into their general planning,
from country strategies to the household.

Ajith Tennakoon, Regional Director, Sewalanka Foundation, Sri Lanka, 053

I think the need for reforestation and other measures to increase carbon sinks has been neglected. Also the global
recession of such major proportions should take front stage at COP15 and elsewhere. The nuclear proliferation threat
is also imminent and serious.

Dr. David Pitt, Switzerland, 067

Unfortunately, the environment seems to have taken “backstage” in this past year in relation to the other economic
challenges that the world is facing. It is unfortunate because a better, safer, and more resilient environment is the only
way out of all of the seemingly more important challenges. In agriculture, the cost of agrochemical inputs is rising and
leading to high food prices, but the recycling of the nutrients in nature is likely to decrease greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere and result in cheaper, safer, and healthier food. Similarly, the use of biological and physical pest control
methods will have the same effect on our food supply. Therefore, there seems to be a need to refocus our energies on
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the environment as the major solution to economic woes. Take care of the environment and it will take care of you.
Leslie Simpson, Jamaica Representative,
Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute, Jamaica, 247

We need to change our cultural patterns. We are manipulated to move towards consumers patterns by industry. We need
to change our relationship with the available resources.
E Urban Land Institute, Uruguay, 030

I think that the public opinion starts to be conscious but keeps skeptical at the real interest and actions of governments.
There are too many institutional barriers that present significant changes to occur.
Andrea Zomasa Signoret, Sustainability Manager, Industrias Peiioles SAB de CV, Mexico, 201

Every little does not help. It makes no difference. More drastic measures are required.
Bernard Fisher, Principal Air Quality Scientist, Environment Agency, United Kingdom, 047

The automobile is a serious problem. But the underlying aspect that is so bad environmentally is that cars, despite be-
ing used exclusively on shared-access rights-of-way, are privately owned. This means that there are too many of them,
with few used more than 5% of the time, and too many of them on the roads at the same time, resulting in congestion
and extra emissions via idling. OPOCO (one-person, one-car orientation) means that individuals have to “take” this
particular car everywhere in order to have constant access to one; the high fixed costs ensure it is used even when it
is not optimal to do so; access is closer than bus service; and as much land is devoted to parking cars as to “parking”
people. And many people in society have second-class access to transportation because of income, ability, or age (and
now developing countries are embracing OPOCO as “progress”). Consider “MASC,” or metered access to shared cars,
by combining carsharing, ridesharing, taxies, and car-rentals with newer technologies to make all cars accessible to all
people, whose uses (in terms of seat-kms) are tracke by proximity cards and bookings via cell phones.

Chris Bradsaw, Principal, Bradshaw Communi-Ties, Canada, 211

We have to worry about the energy that drives progress, but we cannot ignore the energy that drives all humans, “the
energy of food.” If you accept or not, mankind now has to change their lifestyle, if we want to, continue living on
planet Earth.

Ricardo Rocha de Sousa, Environmental Front, Divinopolis, Brazil, 271

For the living of human beings, only one earth exists, thus every single person ought to realize the responsibility of our

own to protect the environment. We should make our earth well protected by cultivating a good habit and promoting

better culture towards environment. Besides, to protect the environment should start with education of young children
and involve all people over the world.

Zhibiao Zhang, Counseling Director, Green Xiaoxiang

(Human Association for Environment Protection) China, CO13

Change people's way of life is the most practical approach, and developed countries should play a leading role in
emission reduction. The United States, as the highest per capita energy consumption country, should firstly carry it
out. Developing countries should also consider how to find a more suitable way of development for their own, rather
than act as the United States does. It is more feasible to learn from the ancient wisdom of human beings to keep a
harmonious relationship with the nature. The way of increasing desire aiming for economic development is a kind of
self-destruction. We mankind ought to curb our desires to reduce waste and consumption of material and energy, and
to provide various types of species with certain living space. It has been emphasized in details to curb the desires in
Buddhism, Christianity and Islam, thus return to religions need to be encouraged, instead of one-sided encouragement
of economic means of pursuit of happiness. Wealth is only one kind of distribution means fabricated by human beings,
and it is not equal to happiness. It is the ultimate solution to reduce infinite expansion of desires with religion.
Meishan Guo, Research Fellow, Li Ze Zhong He Research Institute, China, C026
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