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[Lifestyle]

The Rio process revealed many years ago, for any sensitive/sensible observer, that the real environmental/social prob-
lems are the unsustainable lifestyles of rich countries. Very little progress, if any, has been done in this area in the last
two decades. refusing to accept an ever increasingly ugly unfair corrupted unnatural occasionally genocidal state of
affairs. Will it happen?

M, Spain, 660
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[Agriculture]

While the problems are hyper wicked and defy any approach other than holistic return to fundamental redesign, some ele-
ments have strong points of leverage that can buy precious time for conversion. One such element is agriculture. We need
to reverse the type that is creating deserts and substitute the style that created the terra preta soils of the Amazon -- with
carbon farming and agroforestry. This is an example of a solution that yields immediate returns (soil fertility, more and
better food) while reversing climate change (by converting labile carbon into more recalcitrant forms that do not become
airborne). Areas that are ’win-win”” should be getting the highest priority because that is the low-hanging fruit.

M, U.S.A.,W697

I am the author of an award winning book on how we should feed ourselves as populations grow and resources decline:
Uncertain Peril, genetic engineering and the future of seeds. A major topic is that is neglected here is the ownership/
patenting of life forms and the consolidation of ownership over germplasm. I have some expertise in rice and raise the
question Asia will be soon asking: who owns rice? When new and important strains are needed to adapt to changing
conditions, will public access be ensured? Will farmers be able to breed their own seed? In the U.S. now seed for major
crops is almost entirely owned by 1 or 2 corporations and farmers are unable to obtain seeds.
The major international scientific report on which technology is best for the future of agriculture should be given much
more attention. AASTD) Instead, foundations such as Gates and Rockefeller are promoting patented privately con-
trolled top down technologies but this prestigious report validates sustainable agriculture and is especially important
in planning for water use.
In both of my points above, the impacts of private technology, like the privatization of water supplies, and the privatiza-
tion of seeds, will result in shortages and human suffering.

E U.S.A., W707

[Economic Incentives]

Use of green taxation to shift behavior and technology toward sustainability can be accomplished in ways that are
socially equitable, but also move us away from global collapse of the ecosystems that support all life. Incentives to
alter behavior and technologies are probably more palatable than disincentives or regulatory approaches (e.g., outright
bans or quota systems). Nevertheless, carefully structured green taxation could be phased so as to 1) allow societies
to adjust to needed economic, social and technological change and 2) provide revenues to support the needed changes
and ensure social equity. Green tax reform may also be politically feasible if introduced in graduated steps.

M, US.A., W517

Market economics leading to competition among the nations under globalization should be abandoned. Trade under
globalization is FREE but UNFAIR. This creates inequities which lead to environmental degradation. We need ECO-
LOGICAL ECONOMICS, not accelerated economic growth.

M, Distinguished Fellow, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, India, W556

Climate change is real and we need to do something about it. The longer we delay, the greater the cost. The most effi-
cient way is through a price on carbon. This will generate revenue to drive a new wave in our economies, creating new
jobs and replacing old energy sources with clean energy. There will be no more sustained growth in the economy until
we transition from coal and oil, to gas and renewable energy. Certainty is needed for energy companies to transition to
cleaner generation and a price on carbon is needed to drive the take-up of renewable energy. That is where the growth
is, in energy, water and food technologies that give us a secure future.

M, Commonwealth of Australia, W706

[Ecosystem]

We need to achieve a balance between our own needs and the survival of the bio-diverse ecosystems on which we
ultimately depend.
M, United Kingdom, 006

Used in agriculture pesticides are very important pollinators of environment and food. Ecological strategy of plant
protection should be developed. This strategy will be based on the creating of favorable conditions for predators and
parasites. As a result self-sustaining agro ecosystems will be built out and pesticides will be not necessary.

M, Russia, W536

Efforts for obtaining food from forest should be accessed. Conservation of soil, air and water is the need of the hour for
our own survival. We must understand that the rules are made for people and environment and not vice versa. We must
learn living vis-a-vis nature with all PEACE and not in PIECES, and that is possible through knowledge of ecosystem
services which becomes the basic moral and ethic understanding of life with balanced environment.

M, India, W704
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[Food and Water]

Few people with access to surveys such as this will have personally experienced food and water shortages. That certainly
doesn’t mean no one suffers those. The powerless will bear the brunt, which means we must act before the affluent feel
it. By then, it will be too late if it’s not already too late.

Dan Rademacher; Editorial Director, Bay Nature Institute, U.S.A., 087

Governments should ensure that environmental natural resources are put to sustainable use. Monitoring and policy

regulation measures can minimize destruction of forests and pollution of water bodies. Water conservation measures
will support increased food production, poverty alleviation, and improved livelihood.

Emmanuel Salu, Director, Environmental Education Department,

Environmental Protection Agency, Ghana, 110

Most food problems involve government corruption, disparities in distribution and human rights abuses. Most potential
solutions do not (yet) address the question of how more food actually will reach the poorest people. The world’s poor-
est farmers continue to struggle — often leaving the farm for urban slums — while more prosperous societies eat more
(especially meat) and better.

E US.A., 088

We do need to cut down eating beef. Too much is not healthy for us; cattle take up a huge land mass and contribute to
pollution. Need to rethink what is good for us in the way of food and that means NO GMO’s in the food chain.
E US.A., W701

Water shortages and speculation on foodstuff and energy resources will increasingly lead to battles over food and water
and will cause a mass of refugees, some political, some economical and environmental. Happenings in North Africa
are the point of the iceberg.

Hansruedi Schenk, Independent Consultant, Republic of Italy ,W722

[Energy]

Instead of creating more and more power plants, find ways to reduce the amount of energy being used. Therefore, there
would be enough energy for everyone
M, South Korea, W034

[Global Warming]

It is disheartening that the limits on carbon emissions as recommended in the original Kyoto Protocol have not been
accepted by some nations. Climate change with its stronger typhoons, incessant rains causing floods is here with us.
F Philippines, 055

The global community needs to agree on joint measures to mitigate global warming and each country shall agree on
CO2 mitigation targets irrespective on their economic development levels.
Enkhbayar, Senior Research Fellow, Research Division, ERINA, Mongolia, W635

I have been taking the Asahi Survey over the past 20 years, and am amazed at the continuity of issues and problems
that we face globally from an environmental perspective. Global warming and climate change have impacts that are
for the most part 20 years in the future. It is extremely difficult to convince younger people of what they face in the
future. But we must continue to try to do so.

M, U.S.A., W673

[Climate Change]

This past year, we have experienced severe cold, excessive snow storms, record snow and rainfall, now major flood-

ing and excessive heat in some areas and lightning strikes and more wildfires, burning trees, houses, towns, all in my

country. Not to mention severe storms, tornadoes, and major destruction unheard of in the past in North America.
Cecile P. Helton, Volunteer, Society Promoting Environmental Conservation, Canada, 044

There is a problem in the world today because of the depletion of the ozone layer and climate change. Africa is heavily
affected by climate change and releases little quantities of CO2 to the atmosphere so the West should help Africa to
reverse the trend.

M, Kenya, 115
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Environmental problems together with man-made climate change are serious threats for humanity as well as for lives
of creatures. Perception of these problems may vary but scientific observations are proofing the evidence.
Onder Algedik, Senior Consultant, Regional Environmental Center, Republic of Turkey, W511

I think we need to consider a longer time-frame than “’2-3 years” for evaluating “’abnormal” climatic events.
David Huberman, IUCN, Swiss Confederation, W565

Here in Russia we concern on the climate change causes rise in tick-born diseases. It is actual problem for western-
northern part of the country.

Maria Kokhanovskaya, associate professor, Geoecology Department,

1. Kant Baltic Federal University, Russia, W710

[Environmental Education/Public Relations]

The base of change must take place in the home and schools, with permanent campaigns, so that new generations
develop awareness at a young age that they must take care of the land that they live on, before it is too late.
Maria Monica de Rivas, Argentina, 048

The general public’s understanding of environmental problems is very rough. They know concepts, but no specific

details to support them. Therefore, faced with actual problems, it is hard for them to have their own opinions. Instead,

they tend to say what everyone else says. Educational publicity and advertising in this regard should be enhanced.
Wang Shiqi, Student, College of Life Science, Tsinghua University in Beijing, China, C053

We believe that school and community-based environmental interventions combined with life skills based education
can address behavior change and restoration of local environments in a very effective way.

Donna Goodman, Executive Director, “Children and environment

(climate change, water, forests), ESD”, Earth Child Institute, U.S.A., W684

[Population]

Current human population is sustained by the availability of “cheap” fossil fuels. This situation is completely unsustain-

able. Without “borrowed” energy from fossil fuels the population simply cannot be sustained. Alternative energy sources

cannot seamlessly fill the breach. A major crisis is looming, and it seems humans are powerless to intercept it.
Louise Savage, New Zealand, 009

During my lifetime human populations have increased at least threefold. This is the basic cause of most of the problems
listed in this questionnaire. Attempts at control — family planning, et cetera — have been made at a national level in India
and China. But they have failed. The subject is regarded with apathy almost universally.

J.L. Coudsley-Thompson, Professor of Zoology, University of London, United Kingdom, 020

The major problem of being overpopulated is the consumption rate of resources. It is very important to think once more
whether to apply the pro-natalistic policy or to apply anti-natalistic policy
E South Korea, W044

The foremost problem, in my opinion, is the uncontrolled growth of the human population. Standing now at between
six and seven billion people, the Earth’s population is unsustainable as it is. The projected natural increase to 10 billion
is suicidal for the civilization and for the biosphere of which we are part. Religious groups which espouse unlimited
numbers of children per family are irresponsible and blind to the scientific understanding of what resources are required
for each life. Moreover, the unequal distribution of what resources are available is a scandal to anyone committed to a
just global society. Religious and cultural groups, which deny freedom and dignity to women are a significant part of
the problem. Persons who live in luxury and waste resources are also a significant part of the problem. Like it or not,
technology has bound us all into one, worldwide community. No longer is any person, or group of persons, permitted by
our circumstances to act independently — together we will live or together we will (all) die. The choice is before us.
Reverend Albert G. Cohen, Southern California Ecumenical Council, U.S.A., 057

Population and consumption are beyond sustainable levels - people do not understand the relationship between these
and ability of the planet to provide energy and resources to feed this consumption. See ecological footprint (Global
Footprint Network) for better description.

L.J. Onisto, Senior Scientist, Environment Ontario Power Generation, Canada, W530
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Simply put, there are too many people using too much of the world’s resources. These resources are not equitably
distributed but focus more on where they can bring in the most revenue, not where they are most needed. People need
to be made aware of the implications of continued population growth.

M, Canada ,W554

The Erlich-Holden (1971 Science) impact equation has been forgotten. The equation states that the root causes of
damaging environmental impacts are human population and consumption. In a capitalist society, either population
or consumption MUST increase for the economy to be considered healthy. When either diminishes, the government
panics, because no alternatives to the capitalist system are recognized. If we, as a global society, are unable to think
of another system that does not degrade the environment and human dignity, then we certainly do not deserve our
scientific name: sapiens.

M, Federative Republic of Brazil ,W574

Human population growth is THE problem. Water and food shortages and all other environmental problems are a func-
tion of human population. If we limit the human population to any number, say 10 billion, then we can work towards
providing food etc to all. Right now we do not have a common target so no focused efforts are being made.

M, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, W 619

[Miscellaneous]

Perform environmental protection with small deeds; classify garbage, do not produce too much garbage, try to recycle/
reuse wasted goods, and do not waste food.
Li Wengi, Logistics Department, Archi PSM  (Asia) Co., Ltd., Taiwan, TO10

We can solve many of these problems if we are all willing to make sacrifices. Humans hate pain, however, so we avoid
problems for as long as possible.
E 014

Problem of electro smog pollution caused by EMF microwave radiation from cell towers, cell phones, and “smart
meters,” have an impact on the health of all animals (including humans), particularly birds, bees, and bats. The threat
posed by EMF pollution poses a risk for bee colony collapse and may be considered a major food security risk. Animal
agriculture also is a major environmental problem. People need to be educated about the harmful impact of animal
products on health, the environment, and animals.

F US.A., 025

The main measure required is for each community/region to move towards living within the means locally available.
This will require a global assistance program.
John Geoffrey Mosley, Australian Director,

Center for the Advancement of the Steady State Economy, Australia, 035

The main conflict in modern society is the conflict between the resources occupied by developed countries and resources
occupied by developing countries, which is a high level gamble between the development of industrial civilization and
nature. We can understand environmental problems as the self restoration and clearing-up of nature, which requires
man to self-reflect and co-exist harmoniously with other countries and nature itself. Confucianism advocates self-
restraint (restrain of people’s own desires) and return to ritual (to restore order in society). Of course, this is a highly
ideal state. The developed countries should shoulder their responsibilities for the long-term and for the development
of the global village.

Han Jierong, Director general, Saving Mingin Volunteers Association, China, C032

Other pressing problems, not necessarily in order of priority:
Corporate stranglehold, being established by large corporations such as Monsanto on seed supplies;
Factory-style fishing fleets and destructive fishing practices (drift nets, bottom trawling) with enormous by-catch;
Harvesting top predators in the oceans (tuna, dolphin, etc.);
Plastics in the ocean;
Deep sea oil drilling;
Overdependence on a few commodities (corn, soybeans, beef, pork, chicken);
Overreliance on processed foods and global food distribution systems;
Global distribution of pests (bee mites, for instance).
Alan D. McNarie, Writer, U.S.A., 081
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Mankind, as a whole, is suffering from the lack of sensitivity for blame and evil. That is why it also loses the sense of
responsibility for environment-related problems. In such a way, the primary cause of these problems is to account the
human morality.

M, Slovakia, 091

The earthquake and tsunami in Japan showed that technology cannot fix everything. One of the most important categories
that affect the environment is war. We should try to expand democracy and stop heavy wars and military production,
otherwise no problem will be sold
Hamid Taravatil, Managing director,

Management Taravat Bahar Environmental Institute,Islamic, Republic of Iran W624

Foster institutional capabilities for sustainable development implementation should be considered as a way to change
behaviors, both, at the institutional and individual levels.
M, Portuguese Republic. W643

Climate change is a fact, its consequences are no longer in doubt. To argue about cause and effect is of no value, we
need to assume our collective and individual responsibilities in order to avert impending environmental disaster. The
problem we have to solve is how to free ourselves from an economic system that reinforces, rather than corrects, existing
social and environmental imbalances: the illusory quest for profit and economic growth. Recent patterns of production
and consumption, in the light of contemporary population densities, are not merely unsustainable, they are suicidal.
David Black, Trustee, Oxleas Wood Challenge Fund Trust, United Kingdom, 066

Some environmental problems are specific to islands as New Caledonia because of the small size of the country and of
the lack of environmental awareness: forest fires, over-hunting, over-fishing, mining, pollution of the lagoon...

Jean-Louis D’Auzon, Association Pour la Sauvegarde de la Nature Néo-Calédonienne,
New Caledonia, 051

Besides working on international, national, and state level institutions, there is a need to have environmental related
disaster management plans at lower levels than those such as community level, institutions (industries, offices, educa-
tional institutions, et cetera), also the creation of public education and awareness generation among the masses about
the existing risk and vulnerability of the area.

M, India, 069

One should not overlook the influence of political stability and equitable socio-economic development as key ele-
ments to ensure environmental security. This has notable reference to developing countries. It is known that in many
developing countries, particularly in Africa, people still experience subsistence livelihood, which has its effects, when
considered in terms of sustainable environment. Political instability has, to a large extent, resulted into refugee camps
or people being on the move and these have in turn contributed to environmental damage or complete (environmental)
destruction in some case.

Michael E. Sizomu-Kagolo, Private Forest Consultant, Uganda, 100

Brazil has 322 million hectares of farmland. Of these, 231 million are occupied by livestock (beef cattle and dairy) and
continues to increase, since the formation of pastures is always progressive and will advance on forests to raise cattle.
According to reliable information of organs specialized in environmental issues, it is known over 61 million hectares
of land have been degraded by livestock and monoculture in the country. New Brazilian Forest Code provides for an
increase of 22 million hectares of the possibility of deforestation, but it is still early to assess scientifically whether
the code is “unsustainable.” Fortunately, it is noted the concern and effort from the Brazilian government to reach an
agreement on the differences between environmentalists and productive economic sector for project approval.I’m get-
ting very worried, because all the economic and population growth, coupled with the rampant consumerism of goods
and services in one form or another, tend to exacerbate the destruction of ecosystems. We do not forget that the planet’s
natural resources are finite! We live in a dangerous scenario and insidiously endanger the survival of humanity. Only
with a lot of ecological awareness in all sectors of human activity we can save the planet from catastrophe.
Ricardo Rocha, President Advisor,

Headwaters Association Beautiful View (ANBV), Brazil, 101
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All of the above issues are interrelated and our global systems of governance have been inadequate to address them in
any systematic way. As limits and thresholds are reached in supply of some resources, the stresses are transferred to
others and to other locations. The inability of the developed world to reduce the footprint of each citizen brings pres-
sures on all regions, and many of the issues listed above are simply symptoms of a much larger global system reaching
critical limits.

M, Canada, W528

We are seeing an acceleration of these inter-related problems. It varies from country to country but is accelerating
in intensity in Africa. Climate refugees are not currently seen as a major problem but this is clearly getting worse at
national levels and will spill over soon.

Nigel Crawhall, Director, Secretariat, IPACC, Republic of South Africa, W548

Environmental problems often are long term, cumulative and/or systemic effects of our decisions. Sustainable devel-
opment and its associated principles (such as the precautionary principle) have fallen out of favor, however if imple-
mented, would have assisted with resilience at local levels so that many of our current issues would be minor. A
holistic approach is required, and breaking issues into individual items and dealing piecemeal with the "most serious"
can potentially work against this.

Larissa, IUCN, Republic of the Fiji Islands, W577

In this globalised world even the local environmental problems have global footprints and implications. No environmental
problems of the present world can be addressed without global cooperation and collaboration. We are so interconnected,
if failed to cooperate, there will be a global collapse

M, Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, W590

Probably the most significant problem facing the world is over-consumption of resources by the richest nations, fol-
lowed by depletion of resources by poorer nations trying to boost their economies by selling stuff to the people with
money. The entire wor we take an anthropocentric view of the world’s resources at our peril. We have no right to use
all the resources and we must not only increase the standard of living for poor nations but insure that other creatures
on this planet also have enough resources. Everyone of the issues on the list in 1-2 is paramount to the survival of our
species and of other species on this planet. I have no doubt, however that if we fail to turn around global environmental
decline that it will not be the billions-year-old Earth that fails--but rather it will be the human species that succumbs
to extinction.

FE US.A., W598

Consumption and production patterns are also increasing at an alarming rate whilst the industrial production systems
continue to generate waste loads that far outweigh the assimilative capacity of natural systems. It is further exacerbated
by lack of technological response solutions to minimize the current and residual effects of current environmental crises.
Fostering sustainable production systems and building innovative capacity amongst stakeholders can be a key enabler
of gradual transformation towards responding to problems at multiple levels.

M, Kingdom of the Netherlands, W700

I believe that what Japan is experiencing after the Tohoku earthquake/tsunami/nuclear disaster is a learning experience
for not only Japan but for all of humanity. People are now considering the tradeoffs and choices, for example what is
the real cost of energy if you count all the risks. The choices made by Japan will help the world think these things out
too. Good luck!

Randy Helten, Friends of the Earth Japan, Canada, W708

I am very worried about the most of people in world is living in cities. And people in cities don’t see the nature. They
don’t even see the sky. Don’t know nature. Love nature is not an issue for most of the people in cities. Is very important
to increase awareness about this. We need to learn to love nature because if we don’t know, we don’t love and after all
we depend deeply about nature. We need strongly work in these issues right now. I am very thankful for your priceless
work and I hope it can be seen for so much people in order they can think much about it. Thank you again.

M, United Mexican States, W731
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